
Select Choir Performs at St. Luke’s 
Home In Utica 
On February 15, the HCA Select Choir travelled to St. Luke’s Home in Utica 
to perform in concert during an international-themed luncheon. 

Under the direction of Mr. Scott Rutledge, the Choir sang a wide-ranging 
repertoire and provided over an hour’s worth of music for the guests.  Songs 
included Celtic and Latin American songs, Broadway hits, spiritual hymns, 
and patriotic tunes.  (See photos right.)

Mr. Rutledge recently shared his thoughts about the concert with the Crusader 
Dispatch. 

“Our Select Choir represents the very best musical talent at HCA. They are 
also a very sensitive, compassionate group of students. They really do present 
the very best ‘face’ and sound of HCA to the public.  

“We had only a little over a week to prepare for the event, so we learned some 
new literature, re-learned literature from the last three years, used some 
songs from the Senior Choir, and added a few wonderful solos, including one 
by our Brazilian exchange student Antonio Simão (see photo below). I am mostly 
impressed however with the demeanor of our kids in a variety of settings. 
They have learned to be ready very quickly, and to sing in many environments. 
Musically, I think we did well, but we are always looking to improve on every 
performance.

“[The audience] loved the Star Spangled Banner, as many of them are of the 
WWII generation. They were enthusiastic about “California Dreamin’”, 
and Anna Judge’s Gaelic solo (see photo below). When I mentioned that our 
accompanist Mrs. Jolene Nelson was a new mother, they were as enthusiastic 
as at any point in the concert, since they have deeply fond memories of the 
times when they were new parents.

“I hope our students took from this concert the lessons that life is precious, 
and that even when people look like they may be suffering or limited in some 
way, they can still be given great joy through music.  I hope they learned how 
blessed we are to be mobile, to be able to go wherever we want, and do the 
many things that we normally take for granted. 

“At one point during our performance, a gentlemen burst into an enthusiastic 
rendition of ‘Rudolf the Red-nosed Reindeer.’ Our kids took it in stride and 
finished the song without a hitch. Following the concert, they sang ‘Rudolf’ to 
the man and made his day! Believe it or not, that was the high point of the event 
for me. It shows what type of kids we have at HCA. They have real empathy, 
appreciation, and respect for every person. It goes way beyond music. What 
I hope they are learning in choir is what a gift God gives us through music 
and our human voice, and what a privilege it is to witness to His love through 
music and the act of sharing it in our performances.”
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Anna Judge sings the Gaelic folk tune 
“Siúil a Rúin”, accompanied on 

guitar by Josh Herter

Senior Antonio Simão displayed his 
guitar skills with a performance of 
“Prelude 5” by Brazillian composer 

Heitor Villa-Lobos 

Mr. Rutledge chats with members of the 
audience following the concert


